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September I 5 - November 1, I 987 

The latest in The Cleveland Museum of Art's series of contemporary 
exhibitions in Gallery 40 presents Robert Arneson, a California artist with an 
impressive reputation for his witty, irreverent, and expressive ceramic 
sculptures. Central to the exhibition is Myth of the Western Man {I 986 ), a 
monumental terra-cotta and wood portrait— more than 7 feet high — of the artist 
Jackson Pollock, which the Museum recently bought. Other sculptures include 
Cathedral Tower , which is nearly as tall, and a small (I 6 inches high) 
portrait of fellow artist Jack Beal. The exhibition runs from September I 5 to 
November 1. 

Born in 1930, Robert Arneson first became known for his cartoon-like, 
idiosyncratic sculptures of the California Funk movement of the I 96 OS. 

Ribald, exuberant, often messy, these works contradicted the elegance and 
refinement of certain popular art movements in New York. Arneson joins his 
boisterous spirit to extraordinary technical accomplishment, making of earthy 
clay and luscious glazes remarkable works of personal expression. 

Myth of the Western Man is the largest and most ambitious of Arneson' s 
several portraits of Pollock. The exhibition was organized by Curator of 
Contemporary Art Tom Hinson with loans from private collections and the Allan 
Frumkin Gallery, New York. 
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